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The Cure for Worldliness
James 4:7-12

Introduction:

These are not the requirements for salvation. One writer calls this, “perhaps the most comprehensive invitation to salvation in the epistles.” Then he goes on to say, “While James addresses most of his epistle to genuine believers, it is also evident that he is concerned about those who are not genuine.” But, there needs to be something in the context to prove that James has switched audiences -- there is nothing!

Further, if James’ purpose is salvation, where is faith presentation?

I.  Get on Better Speaking Terms with God – 4:7-10

“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.”
A. Repentance to God

Repentance and Salvation: A “change of mind,” Yes, that can happen before salvation, but it is not a requirement for salvation. If “repentance (including sorrow for your sin)” is intended, No, that is not a requirement for salvation (eternal life).
However, Yes! Believers are called upon to repent repeatedly in scripture!
1. Submission to God - “submit yourself to God”
ὑποτάγητε – arrange yourself under.

Submission is not the same as obeying.
We are called to obey -- Magistrates – husbands – church leaders 

We can obey without humility. We submit to one more worthy.

Here – in context – turning away from the world to God’s will and desires (Reciprocal)

2. Resistance to the Devil - “Resist the Devil”
a. The Order – “Resist”
ἀντίστητε – “take your stand against”
Note the order of the words,
1)  Submit to God, then,

2)  Resist the devil

A defensive word - We don’t go out and attack the devil.
Ephesians 6:10-17 shows the armor, and all defensive equipment – even the sword

Then he says, “having done all” Stand - στῆναι, the verse starts with the same word - στῆτε
b. The Promise – “He will flee”
That doesn’t make us stronger than the devil. Don’t get a big head! Pride comes before a fall. Don’t leave God out of the equation.

       B. Devotion to God - “Draw near to God and he will draw near to you”
The first step toward God is confession of sin (I John 1:9)
“Confession” ὁμολογέω – means to say the same thing. It is simply agreeing with God. He calls it sin – We can’t call it anything else.

Old Testament priests are a picture. They came with a sacrifice, but they stopped at the laver to wash. This is pictured in John 13 – Jesus washing the disciples’ feet. They didn’t need another bath. They needed to have their feet washed.
1.  Moral Cleansing - Cleanse your hands – “sinners” ἁμάρτωλος -- to fall short of the mark (Romans 3:23) 
Clean up your act, you sinners “Hands” refer to the outward acts.
“purify your hearts you double-minded” Refers to the inner thoughts. They were divided in their thoughts and thereby were inconsistent.

2. Godly Sorrow

“lament” – be miserable
“mourn”, not laughter - means grieving and sorrow. At such a time laughter is inappropriate. Eccles. speaks of the laughter of fools (not always wrong, but certainly here).
Weeping, not joy - Outward display of sorrow (Joy has no place here)
James is calling for genuine repentance, not some casual apology or mild expression of regret.
C. Confession to God

“Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord” – summary statement Involves:

1.  Resisting the efforts of the devil

2.  Drawing near to God in faith and worship

3.  Forsaking sinful deeds and thoughts

4.  Acknowledge sinfulness with serious reflection and appropriate grief.

“and He will lift you up” - The way up is down.

Think like the world - exalt yourself - Think like Jesus – humble yourself. Let Him exalt you – and He will.
II. Use Better Speaking Terms with Your Brother - 4:11-12
“Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another?”

A. Don’t Speak Evil of Your Brother (that equals speaking evil of the Law)
Personal criticism – judgmental attitude

There can be no cessation of conflict (4:13) until there is a cessation of critical and condemning speech.
When you go around putting down the brothers, you speak evil of the royal law (2:8) “love your neighbor as yourself”

B. Don’t Judge Your Brother (That equals judging the Law)
You judge that the law or part of the law is not worth keeping.

C. If You Judge the Law:

1. You are Not a Doer of the Law

You judge your brother “you are not keeping the law of love.” You are judging his motives. You, yourself are not doing the law. 

2. You are a Judge

You have become a judge: For him – what part of the law he is not keeping and yourself – what part of the law you will keep.

D. You have Usurped the Position of God

1. He is the Only Lawgiver

There is only one law giver.
Illustration: Teacher is absent, you stand up front and play teacher. Teacher comes in… Well, this judge is watching all of the time.
2. He is the One Who Saves and Destroys

We are not talking about spiritual saving and destroying, but, physical/temporal saving and destroying.

He metes out the proper temporal punishment or discipline for those who disobey, and He doesn’t need or want your help.
